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Awaken # 5 
 
 
Welcome to the fifth week of our series we’ve called Awaken to Christ and His Mission. 
During this series we’ve been sharing the principles and practices that have helped us in  
a better understanding of our call to follow Christ.   We began by going back to the 
mission of the church.  From the very beginning Jesus is clear what he is about and what 
the community of his followers will be about. He said: 

Go and make disciples 
Matthew 28.18 

 
The Church simply exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ. And that this was the main 
thing, the central thing and ultimately that matters in the life of any parish. 
 
Over the course of the weeks we talked about how churches lose an understanding                                                       
of why they’re here and that discipleship requires faith and that sometimes this can be 
seriously overlooked. Two weeks I tried to convince you that you need to get up out of 
your pew and start serving in a ministry and that: 

 Ministry is what we do here inside our community. It is building up the Church 
here through service to one another. 

 
Last week we talked about a change in perspective from focusing on church people to 
focusing on people who are living unconnected to God. Jesus never got mad or angry at 
lost people or people unconnected to God he just wanted to find him.  
 
Today, we close our series, AWAKEN TO CHRIST AND HIS MISSION and I want to connect 
this final message with another very important thing  that we have been talking about  
over the past few weeks and that is - the Faith To Move Mountains campaign  
which is speaks to why the Church exists   and why this campaign is important for 
making disciples.   
 
But before I go directly into the campaign itself, I want to go to the scriptures for today  
specifically to the 43rd chapter of the book of Isaiah. Isaiah was a prophet and he was 
writing to the Jewish people who were living in exile from their homeland. About 600 
years before Jesus, a powerful empire called the Babylonians wiped out the kingdom of 
Judah, destroyed the Temple and took the Jewish people into exile. Nevertheless, most 
Jews held onto the hope that the Temple would be rebuilt. 
 
Most of us have never been exiles. But we can easily appreciate the hope and desire to 
rebuild something:   

 rebuild a broken friendship 

 rebuild a divided, dysfunctional marriage  

 rebuild a business or organization after it has fallen into disrepair  

 You may be in the midst of trying to rebuild a broken life, a life that you have 
messed up because of addiction or debt or just bad choices.  
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The prospect of rebuilding can be hopeful; it can also be overwhelming and debilitating. 
This is the feeling the people of Israel are facing. They want to go home and rebuild, but 
they don’t know where to start. In the midst of this emotion of being overwhelmed and 
tempted to despair, God speaks to the people through Isaiah. He says,  
 

Thus says the Lord,  
who opened a way in the sea and a path in the mighty waters,  

Isaiah 43.16 
 
He’s reminding them that he is a powerful God and when he wants something done, it 
gets done. So in that context God says,  
 

Remember not the events of the past,  
the things of long ago consider not;  

see I am doing something new! 
Isaiah 43.18-19 

 
God is saying, don’t just think I did that long ago and now I can’t help you or act any 
more. I’m still here, and in fact, I’m up to something completely new. God is eternal and 
unchanging and yet he is always up to something new. That might sound contradictory, 
but it’s not. God does not change, and God continues to act in ever-new ways. God is 
constantly doing new things. 
 
And the Church should reflect both of these qualities of God. There are some things that 
should never be change. We can’t change the message of Scripture; what God’s word 
has told us about him never changes. Likewise there is teaching which is called Tradition 
in the Church, which will never change. Our understanding of the Trinity, or the nature 
of Christ, or the Eucharist never changes. 
 
Sometimes we can come to think of the Church as only preserving the past. We can 
come to think of the Bible of this dead history book that tells about past events that are 
never going to happen again. As if God doesn’t act any more.  
 
Here in Isaiah, God recounts the past, but he says both remember the past and don’t 
stay stuck in it. Don’t live your life in the past. This is true for us corporately as a church 
and personally in our own lives. Then God says,  
 

“Now it springs forth, do you perceive it?” 
Isaiah 43.19 

God is doing something new, but you have to look for it. If you don’t seek what God is 
doing, if you are not on the lookout for what God is blessing, you’ll miss it. The 
opportunity and the moment will just pass you by. Then God goes to describe what he is 
doing. He says,  
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“In the desert, I make a way, in the wasteland rivers.” 
Isaiah 43.19 

 
In other words, I’m pretty much going to do what looks impossible. 
 
Remember God is still God and he can breathe life into everything.  

 A business or a new career 

 A marriage 

 A friendship 

 A heartache 

 A diocese 

 A local parish 
 
Being on the lookout for such things is what we call vision. It is looking at what could be 
and should be, but doesn’t yet exist. Vision says that the status quo isn’t good enough 
anymore and there must be a better way.  
 
That’s where the diocese found itself a few years ago. Bishop O’Connell realized the 
diocese wasn’t working, that business as usual was no longer acceptable or, for that 
matter, sustainable. And so, we began to look at how God might want to work 
differently. The status quo would challenge the diocese to:  

 make changes they needed to make 

 take the hard choices we needed to choose  

 lean into the conflict that they were going to have to engage in order to move 
forward. 

 
Disciples of Jesus Christ are not content simply to accept the world as it is. Instead, they 
have to recognize they have to constantly awaken themselves to the Mission of Christ. 
And so today is commitment weekend for our Faith to Move Mountains Campaign. 

 
As I have mentioned over the last few weeks and months, we are participating in a 
$75 million endowment campaign, entitled Faith to Move Mountains, for the 
Diocese of Trenton.  Every parish will be a part of it, our goal at Holy Eucharist is 
$805,000, I know that is a tremendous amount of money but with your support I am 
confident that we can be successful. This is not a particularly enjoyable task for any 
pastor, but it is important to the future of our Catholic church, so I ask you to bear 
with me.  
 
Most of you have recently received a mailing from me that outlines the reason for 
the campaign, including how our own parish will benefit from it.  
 
 
 
(briefly explain the case elements below, along with the 70/30 split): 
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 Faith Formation $20,500* 

o Keynote Speakers or Programs for the LIFT Program 

o Christian Youth Band Event 

o Adult Small Group Program 

o Endowment Fund for Future Faith Formation Programs 

 Pole Barn for Pine Barrens Festival $64,000* 

 Update Restrooms $62,000* 

 Reupholster Red Chairs $35,000* 

 New lighting in Worship Space $25,000* 

 Debt Reduction $35,000* 

I want you all to know that the Faith to Move Mountains Campaign is different than 
the Annual Catholic Appeal.  The appeal supports Diocesan ministries beyond the 
parish community that help our brothers and sisters in need on a day-to-day basis.   
This campaign is about addressing our long-term expenses by creating endowments 
to empower our Church to serve future generations of Catholics.  
 
Unlike the appeal funds which address our expenses over the next year, these 
endowments will provide a firm and permanent financial foundation for our Diocese 
to strengthen its parishes and Catholic Schools,  support our clergy and seminarians, 
care for our retired priests, enhance our religious education and evangelization 
programs, and expand our social service outreach in all four counties. 
 
These needs are significant and simply cannot be addressed by our regular income 
or annual appeal.  We must therefore ask everyone in the Diocese to follow the 
example of Christ in serving our brothers and sisters, their children, and their 
children’s children.  We are therefore being asked to consider pledges  
above and beyond our annual giving in order to make this dream a reality.   
 
The pledges can also be made over the next 3-5 years so that they are more 
affordable and can have a greater impact on the future of our Church.  It is a tangible 
and essential way of showing our unity   in the mission of Christ. Since the campaign 
began in our parish, I have witnessed remarkable generosity by our parish family.  
Specifically, I would like to thank my Campaign Leadership Committee, staff, and 
volunteers. These dedicated persons have worked tirelessly for the past several 
months to ensure that our parish succeeds in this effort.   
 
 
I would also like to thank all of our volunteers for all of your generosity on behalf of 
Holy Eucharist .  Finally, I want to thank the families and persons that have made a 
pledge to the campaign.  We were honored to provide you with an opportunity to 
participate and you have responded in such a meaningful way (applause).   
As mentioned in the announcements at Masses last week, this weekend is our 
Commitment Weekend, where I will be asking all of you consider your own support 
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of this campaign. Ideally, our volunteers and I would have liked to contact every 
parish family.   
 
Our team has been working hard for the last several months, and they have 
attempted to contact as many families within our community as possible.   
However, we know there are many of you whom we have not been able to reach.    
Based on the parish share formula, our parish will receive 30% of all funds raised up 
to the parish target and 70% of funds raised in excess of the parish target.   
 
I am asking you to help us move mountains today, in this present moment of grace,  
with reflection on the gifts you have been given by God.Now, if we could all just take 
a couple of minutes, I would like to ask a representative from every family  
to take a pledge card and a pencil. (Show the card)  
Whatever your response is, I want everyone to take a card!  
 
We need 100% participation in order to reach our goal.  [Pause to allow time for 
distribution]. 
 
You may ask, “How much do I give?”In making this decision of faith, I ask that your 
gift is truly sacrificial. While the gift amounts for each family may not be equal, the 
sacrifice is. Each of our life circumstances are different and only you know what 
pledge amount is right for you.  The sacrifices of the families who have gotten us to 
this point of the campaign have been extraordinary,  and I hope that all of you will 
do what you can for our parish and Diocese today. 
 
The goal of this weekend is to wrap-up our campaign by receiving 100% 
participation.  Every family will fall into ONE of THREE categories.   
 
You have either already made a pledge - and again I thank you 
 - you wish to make a pledge today,  
or you are praying over your decision.   
 
Please follow along with me for the next few minutes regardless of which of those 
three categories you fall into. 
 First, I am asking every family to please print  
        your name, address and phone number on the front of the card. 
 
For those of you ready to join me and your fellow parishioners in support of 
this campaign, I will give you step-by-step directions on filling it out.   
We will fill them out right now.   
 
1. Please complete the card with your name, address, contact information, and our 

parish name, simply review the gift plans on the front of the card.  Remember, 
these gifts are payable over a three-to-five year period of time, they are not 
legally binding, and they may be changed at any time  if something changes 
in your personal situation. 
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2. Please review the suggested gift plans on the left-hand side of the card. 
 
3. Now that you have reviewed and selected the gift plan that is considered a 

sacrificial gift for your family, I ask that you write the amount on the card where 
it reads “Total Pledge.”  Please be sure to completely fill out the pledge card and 
please try to print clearly. 

 
4. Check how you would like to make your payments on the pledge  

– monthly, quarterly, annually.  The Diocese will send you reminders based on 
your fulfillment preference.  All we are collecting today is pledges, but you may 
choose whatever payment method you wish when you receive your first 
reminder from the Diocese in the mail.  

 
5. If you are one of the families that have already contributed to the campaign,  

please check the box “I/We have already made a pledge”   Once again, thank 
you for your commitment and generosity!  

 
6. If you are unable to make a pledge at this time or praying over your offering,  

please write your name on the card in the appropriate area                                                              
and check the box “I/we are praying over our decision.”                                                                        
Your prayers for the future of our parish and Diocese                                                                                  
are integral to the continued success of our initiative.   

 
As we wind down our campaign efforts,                                                                                                              
we am asking that every family takes the time to fill out a card today                                                 
regardless of your decision.  Once you have completed filling out your card,   you 
may place it in the weekly collection basket when it is passed around.  
 
ALLOW ADDITIONAL TIME FOR EVERYONE TO FILL OUT THEIR CARDS – PLAY 
BACKGROUND MUSIC.  

 
Thank you for your commitment, cooperation and support.   
Today, I have tried to blend the practical details of conducting a campaign  if this 
nature with the spiritual insights of stewardship and today’s Gospel.   
If over the course of our lifetimes we have truly heard Jesus’ teaching proclaimed 
Sunday after Sunday, then we know that it is well worth the extra time we have 
taken this Sunday to care for all those  who will be well served by our generosity.                                                                                                  
 
This is our sacred duty before God as Catholic, Christian Stewards of God’s goodness 
to us.  May God bless you and may God’s people continue to find blessing in us!  I 
look forward to announcing our campaign totals at all Masses next week.  Thank 
you. 
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